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The Cross and the Serpent: Religious Repression and Resurgence in Colonial 
Peru. By Nicholas Griffiths. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1996. 
xii + 355 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, glossary, bibliography, index. $37.50 
cloth.) 
The increased maturity of Latin J!tmerican studies is demonstrated by 
the quality of research and analysis in works such as that of Nicholas Griffiths. 
Tautly organized and gracefully written, The Cross and the Serpent explores 
with great insight the complex interplay of indigenous beliefs and Christianity 
in colonial Peru, focusing on what the author characterizes as a complex of 
submission and resurgence. Via cases involving charges of idolatry, 
superstition, witchcraft, and sorcery, he repeatedly illustrates the intense 
struggle between pre-Columbian beliefs and Iberian Catholicism. In doing so, 
Griffiths suggests the degree to which the former was able to survive and the 
latter was adapted. In short, the imposition of Christianity was much more 

